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It's a Torero's Life, brought to you by ITS
By Nazin Sedehi

Torero Life > Inside Tlife » Current Features

Current Features
A new addition to the USD
website is the Torero Life section,
which features a broad range of
information about almost everything
on campus. It is a comprehensive
tool for new students to get to know
the goings-on at USD, focusing on
events, getting involved, campus
dining,
campus
housing
and
transportation both on and off campus.
The information presented forms an
overall picture of many topics and is
a starting point for finding what may
pique one's interest.
"The purpose of the Torero Life
website is to showcase the 'Torero
Experience,' as well as to provide a
resource for all prospective, incoming
and continuing students," said
Kenneth Eng, the executive assistant
to the assistant vice president of
Student Life. "So far we have been
focusing on the incoming students
with our feature stories by addressing
frequently asked questions, but as
the year goes on we will shift more
toward community at USD and how
Toreros all across campus integrate
themselves into USD."
In addition, the site provides links
to both Facebook and Twitter. This
access, according to Eng, is beneficial
in terms of connecting students. "We
hope that students will see this site
as an invaluable resource for event
information, online resources, fun
ways to interact and a place to find
out what other students just like them
- and nothing like them - are doing,
Eng said.
The concepts for Torero Life
began taking shape after Student
Affairs realized how much students
depend on technology as their source
of information. To many USD
students, hand-held technologies
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Above: Articles on theTorero Life site
address new students' frequently asked
questions.
Below: Students of all classes can find
events through the calendar feature.
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Torero Life is a new offshoot from the SanDiego.edu main site, and includes many interactive features li ke video clips, event calendars
and weather updates.

have become ubiquitous, and this has
developed into a reliance on the use
of search engines and websites.
According to Eng, Associated
Students
and
Student
Affairs
conducted a survey at the end of last
semester which underscored the high
level of dependence many Toreros
have upon electronic sources for
information and communication.
Torero Life drew inspiration
from numerous peer institutions
and other sites that provided similar
content. Eng also cited the USD
College of Arts and Sciences website
as an influential source. The format

is designed to showcase as much
information as possible in a style that
is easily accessible to new students.
Ken Soto from CoLab-edu.com,
Information Technology Services,
Assistant Director of University
Publications Mike Sauer and Student
Affairs all offered input in helping
the site to launch. From the design
to the text, to the fact checking, Eng
described the creation of the Torero
Life website was a team effort.
Even in its short time as a
live website, Torero Life has had a
significant amount of traffic. "In the
last 5 days we've had 2,500-plus page

views and lots of positive feedback
from across campus," Eng said. "We
hope that this continues to grow
so that we can continue to provide
the community with useful and fun
content."
The Torero Life website already
has some new additions in store for
the coming months. "We hope that
[students] continue to check back
with us as we continue to roll out
new features of the site such as blogs,
student-created videos and more,"
Eng said. Comments and suggestions
about the site are welcome and can be
sent to torerolife@sandiego.edu.
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Honors welcomes new faces
By Nazin Sedehi

Photo by Susie Kirker

Incoming USD freshman at last year's Target after-hours event danced with Bullseye, the
Target mascot, to tunes provided by a D J.

Target opens its doors
for late night shopping
By Bernadette Smith
Target is outdoing itself this year by
providing an after-hours shopping event
exclusively for USD students, complete
with DJ, dancing,entertainment and free
giveaways. The Back-to-College event,
which will be held on Friday, Sept. 2 from
10:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m., has become an
annual tradition, and for the first time
bus transportation will be provided from
Mission Crossroads, Colachis Plaza and
the Vista Apartment?.
USD senior and Target Brand
Ambassador Lilly Stitt has seen the

The
Honors
Program
has
many new additions to its office
this semester, and more than just
the new honors students that are
arriving. Roger Pace took over as the
director of the Honors Program, and
Erin Prickett was hired as the new
executive assistant.
Pace is a communication studies
professor who has been teaching
at USD for over 20 years. His
interaction with the Honors Program
started by teaching honors classes,
which he says cemented his interest
in continuing to collaborate with the
Honors Program.
"I have taught in the Honors
Program many times in the past," Pace
said, "and jumped at the chance to
work with honors students full time. I
especially like working with students
on research projects and look forward
to teaching the honors senior thesis
course." Pace also explained that he
hopes to build on the contributions
of previous directors such as James
Bolender and Noelle Norton in order
to maintain and expand the academic
reputation of the program.
Pace has three short-term goals

for the Honors Program. First, he
hopes to increase the number of
students who begin and complete
the program. "We would like every
single student who is admitted to
the program to finish as an honors
graduate," Pace said. "To accomplish
this goal, we need to build a greater
sense of community among students
and faculty in the program."
The sense of community is
already growing for this year's
incoming Honors Program freshmen
as they all participate in an Honors
Living
Learning
Community.
"The LLC will provide unique
opportunities for students that live
and learn together," Pace said.
These students who live together
in the Valley are also involved in
events outside of USD. "The LLC
provides students with a community
of like-minded individuals," Prickett
said. "They also have the option of
attending events off campus, such
as a trip to Julian for apple picking,
a kayak trip in La Jolla and a
Shakespearean play in Balboa Park."
Prickett graduated from USD in
2010 with degrees in communication
studies and Spanish. Though she
was not involved with the Honors
Program during her time as a student,

she said that she would have liked to
supplement her course schedule with
some honors classes.
"Looking back, I would have
loved to take several of the teamtaught courses offered by the
program," Prickett said.
For her part, Prickett wants to
focus on spreading the word about
honors events and announcements
through various social media outlets
to increase student participation. "I
plan to utilize media more...We have
a Twitter account — @usdhonors
— and a Facebook profile," Prickett
said. "I also hope to update our
website more regularly with photos,
videos and event postings. This is a
great way to strengthen the honors
community and to make the program
fun and current."
Both Pace and Prickett are
determined to make the Honors
Program a more enjoyable educational
experience for every honors student.
Further, they are both interested in
meeting the current honors students.
"Please don't hesitate to come
introduce yourself," Prickett said.
More information on the Honors
Program can be found on its website,
sandiego.edu/cas/honors, or in the
Honors Program Office in SLP 409.
Photos courtesy of SanDiego.edu

Left: Roger Pace, professor of
communication studies, took over
as the new director of the Honors
Program in June, replacing former
director James Bolender.

event grow over the years. "Target's
Back-to-College event with USD,"
Stitt said, "has evolved from just tram
transportation to an after-hours event
complete with entertainment and oncampus promotional activities."
The event is part of the welcome
week festivities and will be held at the
Mission Valley Target Store located at
1288 Camino Del Rio North.
USD was one of the first schools
Target partnered with for exclusive
shopping, and the success of the events
encouraged Target to expand to now

Right: Erin Prickett '10 followed
shortly after as the new executive
assistant in July, replacing former
executive assistant Laura Stetler.
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world we
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EDITOR
Bernadette Smith

bsiiiitfi@usch>ista.com

MYTH8USTERS

A few myths about life at USD have cropped

up from the rumor mill over the years, many of
which are simply not true. In an effort to debunk
some of the most outlandish tales, Director of
Sustainability Michael Catanzaro explains the
TTi
truth behind how campus operates on a daily
basis. New Toreros can reference this guide if the need arises to correct upperclassmen on campus issues.

SHOP, continued from Front Page

Myth: "USD paints the grass green."

Fact: USD does not paint the grass green. The fertilizer that is used on the grassy areas
around campus contains ingredients that make it appear green. Actually, there is no
coloring agent in the mixture.
Myth: "There is no point in recycling, because it just gets mixed with the trash anyway."

Fact: USD sends all recycling to the waste management plant in San Diego. At the
facility there is a multi-million dollar machine that breaks down plastic, paper and
other recyclable items. Every Torero should recycle.
Myth: "USD's water usage for landscaping is excessively high."

Fact: The overall campus water usage for landscaping consumes only 23 percent of
USD's total water usage. To compare, landscaping accounts for 50 percent of the water
usage in San Diego county according to the San Diego Water Authority.
Myth: "The motion-sensor light switches in buildings mean that you do not have to worry
about turning the lights off."

Fact: While the motion sensors react to movement, turning the lights on when a
person walks in, they do not turn off automatically. It takes about 15 to 20 minutes for
the lights to turn off after a movement is sensed. That means that if a person leaves the
room after five minutes, 10 to 15 minutes of energy to power the lights is still being
wasted. Therefore, one should always turn off the lights after leaving a room.

By Bernadette Smith
Upon reaching the college age,
most young adults begin to recognize
just how wacky the world can be.
Whether it's a giant tsunami or a
funeral home called "Amigone" seriously, Google it - our daily lives
are often punctuated by strange
and unique occurrences. With this
inspiration in mind, the news section
columns will highlight wacky, yet
interesting happenings in the world weird of the week, if you will.
For this week, how about cancersmelling dogs? According to the
CNN Health blog, a study conducted
by German researchers indicates
that dogs can detect lung cancer in
a person's breath, and even more
astoninshingly, the dogs could better
detect early stages of lung cancer
than could top physicians using stateof-the-art technology.
The research was conducted using
specially-trained dogs, including one
Australian shepherd, one Labrador
retriever and two German shepherds,
the blog said. According to the
International Business Times, breath
samples from 220 human participants
were presented to the dogs, who were
trained to lie down in front of cancerafflicted samples. The IB Times
reported that the dogs identified
71 out of 100. participants who had
cancer. As a control for the study,
the dogs were also presented non
cancerous samples and were able to
identify 372 out of the 400 samples.
The CNN blog states that the
implications of early-detection by
dogs are still far from being fully
understood. Perhaps at some point
in the future, instead of undergoing a
biopsy to screen for cancer, patients
will be greeted by a big friendly
canine who wants to sniff their
breath. It also still remains a mystery
what exactly the dogs are smelling.
According to the blog, dogs are a
"promising detection device," but
doctors cannot determine what
chemical compounds in the breath
samples tip off the dogs' noses.
A related study using gold
nanoparticle senors, reported the IB
Times, "attempted to imitate dogs'
olfactory abilities." The technology
is called "e-nose" and is being
explored by researchers in Israel.
In addition, the dogs played a role
in identifying chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease, breast cancer,
bowel cancer and colon cancer, the
blog reported. Perhaps even the dogs
will eventually play a role in the
healing process for cancer patients.
It is common knowledge that stress
can exascerbate medical conditions,
whereas interaction with canines can
help relieve stress. Although I have
never had anything near the severity
of cancer, I do know that when I am
sick, spending some quality time
with my dog helps me feel better a
lot faster.
As much as human invention
has made incredible advances in the
medical field, there is still much to
be learned from the natural behavior
of other animals. When people
talk about "getting some fresh air"
outside, maybe it's more of the
communal healing they're searching
for - the kind that makes you feel so
good when your pet snuggles close.

Myth: "The website tells new students not to bring bicycles to campus."

Fact: The real issue is that the campus is not very bike-friendly. The steep gradations
of the hills, especially near Manchester and the West Entrance, can be dangerous for
recreational riders. The Office of Sustainability is looking to see what improvements
can be made in the area of sustaipable transportation, including biking, skateboarding,
longboarding, etc.
.

III

Myth: "Trams are under-utilized."

Fact: A 2009 report conducted regarding the tram usage estimated that annual rides
on the tram exceed 300,000. The tram is an integral part of students' transportation
around campus.
Lauren Millslagle/TheVista

more than 120 schools nationwide.
Stacey
Adams,
an
SDR
Communications representative for
Target, noted that Target will be offering
the latest and most affordable backto-school trends in a series of displays
and demonstrations. "In addition to the
entertainment and demonstrations,"
Adams said, "students can shop for
the affordable, must-have dorm decor
items, apparel and classroom staples
they need."
Bullseye, the Target mascot,
will make an appearance for photo
opportunities and dancing, and attendees
will be offered a sampling of new
products from Mars, Wrigley, Vitamin
Water and Kraft.
A team of 50 seniors will help
Stitt in chaperoning the event, which
has required planning since March. "I
worked with Periscope Advertising
Agency, the marketing firm for Target,
on a regular basis to plan the after-hours
shopping event," Stitt said. "It has taken
a lot of conference calls, emails and
phone calls to bring it all together."
On-campus promotion for the event
will be held on Thursday from noon to
2 p.m. outside of the UC, in hopes to
encourage as many freshman as possible
to attend. For more information, go to
the event Facebook page at facebook.
com/TargetCollegeEventsatSanDiego.
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Political life at USD
Thoughts from both sides

By Arjan Jooyan
When one engages in political dis
course often, the question of personal poli
tics inevitably arises. I am fond of telling
people that I am independent of party, con
servative of policy, and Republican while at
well-to-do dinner parties or Sunday barbe
cues. Well, maybe not that last part.
Humor aside, I believe that "conserva
tive" and "conservatism" are not synony
mous or interchangeable with "Republican."
This is because, simply put, Republicanism
as it has come to be understood today does
not always embody "conservative" ideas.
That is not inherently a bad thing. Ask
yourself, new students and old: "As a Re
publican or a Democrat, does the Repub
lican or Democratic Party agree with my
personal beliefs, or do I agree with theirs?"
If you answered the latter, you might want
to take a step back and further ask yourself
why the first and foremost champion of your
beliefs is not you.
With regard to the University of San
Diego community, party identification has
manifested into two different student or
ganizations, the Young Democrats and the
College Republicans. "But Arjan, you say
you are this 'independent conservative' but
also are the Vice Chair of the USD College
Republicans."
I have been called out on that before
and I assure you that this admission is not
my equivalent Watergate. It just so happens
to be the case that my more conservative
policies are more reflected in the collective
body of USD Republicans as opposed to the
USD Democrats, and in my court, guilt by
association does not fly.
It is out of this black-and-white men
tality that the problem with labels begins
to emerge. When we as students form pre
disposed opinions about individuals before
engaging with them, we misjudge them. A
clear example of this is when during the first
debate between the Young Democrats and
the College Republicans, the Republicans
were called the "less-than-honorable party"
by one of the Democratic debaters during
their opening speech. Instead of address
ing the issues, the first thing attacked was
the political party label that the Democratic
speaker thought all members of College Re
publicans subscribed too. Despite the com
ment, the debate as a whole served as a great
vehicle to express liberal and conservative
ideas about illegal immigration to the entire
student body.
Taking this issue to the classroom, I
greatly value the education I have received
so far at the hands of both my liberal and
conservative professors. Tying this back
into the discussion of political parties, when
one closely identifies with a party, Democrat
or Republican, it is easier for that person to
write off ideas that emerge in the classroom
that do not line up with their respective par
ty's platform. That is why I encourage my
fellow students to remain objective both in
side and outside of the classroom.
At the end of the day, I think all sides,
including the seemingly apathetic "indepen
dent conservatives," can all agree it's im
portant to discuss and engage politics in the
university setting and the real world with
some degree of humor. And we all know
what "politics" stands for anyways: 'Poly,'
from combined Greek words meaning
"many" and 'ticks' which are blood sucking
parasites.

Max Eichelberger

By Sopliia Carrillo
"If by a "Liberal" they mean some
one who looks ahead and not behind,
someone who welcomes new ideas with
out rigid reactions, someone who cares
about the welfare of the people — their
health, their housing, their schools, their
jobs, their civil rights, and their civil lib
erties — someone who believes we can
break through the stalemate and suspi
cions that grip us in our policies abroad,
if that is what they mean by a "Liberal,"
then I'm proud to say I'm a "Liberal." I
was in fifth grade when I found President
Kennedy's famous quote on liberalism.
It was September 11th 2001, and after a
weary day of watching the unimaginable
unfold, our homework was to create an
American collage. My flag was full of
inspirational American Spirit, and after
hours of research I discovered my center
piece. The quote epitomized my 11-yearold vision of America.
A decade later, and years of politi
cal science, sociology, peace and justice
classes, examining my catholic faith and
application of catholic social thought, I
now grapple with my responsibility to en
act my values as a student at USD.
As the past president of USD Young
Democrats, I am an unapologetic progres
sive because those values, that printed
rhetoric enshrined on a crumbled paper
flag, still stir my conscious into action. The
history of American progressivism is one
of creative solutions to promote the com
mon good while creating lasting change.
In politics, we have to choose sides. Dis
tinctively, we go with our feelings of right
and wrong, our values stir what Dr. King
Jr. would call the "drum-major instinct,
to leave a committed life behind." And
a decade after finding Kennedy's quote,
I find the values of compassion, justice,
equality, and fairness on USD's campus
that allow us to look forward to a better
America and a better world.

I am a progressive because I want
my politics to be concerned with social
justice and protecting the common good,
not fear mongering or roiled in corporate
interests. My love for liberal politics in
oculated in me the belief that the world is
highly malleable and grassroots organiz
ing can make a difference. As a student,
this means using my energy and passion
for a meaningful purpose.
When Arizona passed SB 1070, a law
that sought to combat illegal immigration,
1 joined a group of students to construct
an artistic display on campus. We didn't
do it to be a nuisance, or simply push a
political agenda; we spent twenty four
hours constructing something because it
was the right thing to do, to stand up for
human dignity.
What is unique about young progres
sives is we can be effective if we work
together to talk and bring action to an
issue. Students have always been at the
forefront of such movements, and I've
had the pleasure to meet and work with
some of the most compassionate student
and faculty advocates, namely, the Wom
en's Center.
When Young Dems partnered with
Textbooks4Change to support Special
Delivery San Diego, a local meal delivery
charity for the terminally ill, we enjoyed
the ability to help fund a crucial need for
the community with World AIDS Day.
From there 1 found my way into the politi
cal thicket with the "no" on SB 1070 cam
paign, the DREAM ACT (Development,
Relief and Education for Alien Minors),
the Repeal of DADT (Don't Ask Don't
Tell) and DOMA (Defense of Marriage),
politics can be more than a fruitless yell
ing match. If dialectics lead to action,
lasting progress is attainable.
The "no" on SB 1070 campaign
sought to protect the rights of undocu
mented workers by stopping the legisla
tive efforts of Arizona's state senate to
severly curtail the rights of undocument-

My name is Max, and I am the Vista's
new Opinion Editor. I'm not sad, moody,
depressed or even happy. I'm complicated.
You'll understand once you're older. I have
been called off the bench because I have a
unique flaw. Namely, that I believe I can
judge a whole range of opinions, edit them
and then disseminate them to the wider
University of San Diego populace. I be
lieve that only time will tell if this task will
Lauren Mi I Islagle/The Vista end with bitter tears or a beaming smile.
Yet, knowing this university's varied and
ed workers. The DREAM ACT, if passed,
vocal student body as I do, I believe most
would allow the children of undocu
of my job is already done. Not by me, of
mented workers a viable path towards full
course, but by you.
citizenship. The repeal of DADT aimed to
As the new Opinion Editor I'll strive
enlarge the rights of homosexuals in the
to bring you the absolute best our campus
U.S military services. The repeal of the
has to offer in the way of student views.
DOMA Act was a caimpaign that sought
Left, right, up or down; it's all the same.
to define marriage as a partnership be
We are all students trying to make sense
tween all loving couples.
of the world. Just as importantly, that is
We couldn't imagine USD life with
why we are here. We have all arrived here
out food safety laws, civil rights, rights
with questions and a few answers about
for the disabled. Social Security, Medi
what person we want to be. The Opinion
care, the Environmental Protection Agen
section will not be the answer to all your
cy and worker safety rules. Yet what if
questions, not even close. It certainly will
that action had never been taken? A fitting
not tell you any absolute truths. What this
motto for any student.
section will do is help you understand the
Sustainable solutions are just what
questions and explore possible answers so
we need during a time of economic crisis,
that your university experience is the most
when the bottom half of society controls
enlightening it can be. Each side will be
about 2 percent of the wealth, and the cen
given their fair share, and it will be up to
sus reports a 17.3 percent poverty rate,
you to decide which answer is the most ap
Progressive Democrats fight for economic
propriate.
justice and security in the U.S. and global
I cannot promise you that we will
economies, protect civil rights, promote
make the Op-Ed pages of the Wall Street
global peace and security and advance
Journal or New York Times cry. What I
environmental protection and energy in
will promise to my readers is that they will
dependence. Progressive Democrats look
read pieces with which they have essential
to invest in America and create new jobs
commonalities. This opinion section will
in the U.S. by building more affordable
be of your peers, by your peers and for
housing, re-building America's schools
your peers. Few papers can say the same.
and physical infrastructure, cleaning up
There is one more promise I will
our environment, and improving home
make, and that is this: you will not fall
land security. By reaffirming labor rights,
asleep reading this section. I will not flatter
we can ensure working families can live
myself by saying that this will be the talk
above the poverty line and with dignity by
of the proverbial water-cooler, but what
raising and indexing the minimum wage.
this section will aim to do is create an at
When there is this much inequality
mosphere that refreshes the whole of the
and people are suffering, we must inter
Vista.
vene to stop the root cause of cyclical
The Opinion section will focus on na
poverty, and cutting all social safety nets
tional politics, especially as we inch closer
is not the way to achieve that. This plat
to the hotly anticipated 2012 elections, but
form allows students to get involved in
we will never limit ourselves to one sub
social justice initiatives and issue areas
ject. Alongside politics will be a whole
they are passionate about while paving
manner of other student opinions. These
the way for a sustainable future.
opinions may range from food, fashion
I am a progressive at USD because I
to how to best navigate life at USD. What
know students can do more than complain
they will all have in common is that these
about politics.
pieces will come straight from your own
peers. These peers will merely be people
like you who have felt a calling to write
about their field of interest.
For instance, this edition's section
focuses on two subjects. The first is how
students have expressed their political be
liefs and how they've been received on
must realize that this is still school and that this campus. Second, a list of what new
your first priority is to study. Everything
students should and should not do in these
after that will fall in line accordingly. formative days. The next edition may have
Many new students end up on academic nothing to do with politics, much less any
probation after their first full year due reference to new students, and instead fo
to misplaced priorities. Don't let that be cus on a completely different set of sub
you, schedule the rest of your life around
jects. Yet all these pieces will share the
your academics and make sacrifices to possibility that not only may you know the
your social life.
person writing it, but that person may even
be you.
9. Find time to sleep
The only bad opinion is a stale one and
All-night cram sessions are the norm
the fresh breeze you would give this sec
for most college students. However, all tion with would more than pay off for the
that cramming won't save you if you are 30 minutes it would take to express your
too exhausted to think clearly on exam thoughts about a particular subject. This
day. Make sure to make time for a little paper, and especially this section, is not a
rest and relaxation. If you do not, you'll
platform for me to share my thoughts, but
end up juggling too many things and end instead it is for you to share the perspective
up miserable.
you hold. Yet the only way for that to hap
pen is if you offer me something to work
10. Do not allow bad experiences with. I cannot make bricks without clay.
ruin your time here at USD.
Yet, if you decide that writing is not
Drama happens and sometimes you for you, there are countless other ways to
may have a negative experience here get involved. Join a club. I did and I have
on campus. Whether it's with faculty or loved every second. You could also partici
students don't let these isolated incidents pate in Greek life, because they are always
cloud your judgment of the USD good for a laugh. There is also the academ
community. There are many wonderful ic side of things. As my father always told
people here on campus, it would be a me, "Your job is your schooling." One of
shame to let a few bad apples ruin you're
the best things about this institution is that
you, dear reader, are under no obligation to
time here.
Hopefully these tips will help some commit yourself to anything but furthering
of ydu incoming transfer students deal your own identity. There is something to be
with the trials and tribulations of your said for those who show up all day, every
transition to life on the USD campus.
day to class.

The Transfer Student's Survival List
By David Downs

In 2009, I came to the University
of San Diego as a transfer student from
Grossmont Community College in
nearby El Cajon. Woefully unprepared
for the difficult transition that lay ahead,
I stumbled through my first year as a
Torero. Looking back on my experiences
now 1 truly wish that somebody had
warned me about the perils of life on a
university campus. In the hope that our
incoming transfer students won't make
the same mistakes that I made, I have
compiled this list of essential do's and
don'ts to assist the new Toreros in this
transition.

1. Join a Fraternity or Sorority
The quickest way to make close
friends at USD is to become involved in a
Greek organization. Although the rushing
process may seem intimidating at first, it
is all good fun. In the end you'll be glad
you did it.

3. Join an intramural sports team
For the athletic types who weren't
lucky enough to get a scholarship, USD
offers competitive intramural sports
leagues for students of all experience
levels. These leagues offer you an
opportunity to stay active and meet people
without having to commit to daily practice
or live in fear of those pesky NCAA rules
and bylaws. You can even sign up to be a
referee if playng isn't your thing.

4. Stay in touch with Torero Days
friends
Do you remember that cool guy or girl
you hung out with during Torero days? I
hope you exchanged numbers because
this person will usually be the first friend
you will make here on campus. 1 know
many students who met a person at Torero
days. Then, that person became their best
friend on campus and remained such
throughout their years here at USD. The
fact is that you're both being thrown into
this new and intimidating world together.
If you find that you're compatible keep in
touch because you may have found a new
best friend for life.

2. Join a USD-sponsored club
If you don't feel like committing
to Greek life, there are plenty of other
student-run groups for like-minded
people to socialize. The Alcala Bazaar is
an extremely useful resuource, and should
be utilized by all incoming students.

Hello,
dear
reader

5. Do not take on
more
responsibilities then you can handle
your first year
This one is really important. In my
first year here I became an officer in one
student organization, was a member in two

others, all while maintaining academic
achievement and an on-campus job. I was
completely overwhelmed. You'll have
plenty of time to take advantage of all the
great things USD has to offer. Don't feel
like you have to take on the world right
away.

6. When applying for on campus
jobs, it's crucial to be fully aware of
what the position requires of you before
accepting
Another really important tip. My
first year here I naively accepted an oncampus job at the recommendation of a
family friend without full knowledge of
what the job required. Needless to say
the department was overworked and
understaffed which led to a great deal of
stress that adversely affected my grades.
If you must work be sure to take a job that
you can balance with the other factors in
you're life.

7. Schedule your time wisely
Make sure you create a daily schedule
that sets aside a few hours a day to spend
on academics. It often is too easy to just
brush over schoolwork and studying,
make sure you do not.

8. Realize that your first priority is
academics
Some think college is one big party,
which at times it can be. However, you
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San Diego is brimming with
fun stuff for everyone. Here
are the highlights...
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bargain
shopper
Leave your coupons at home, as San Diego i s home to
some of the best thrifty finds. I f you're a bargain
shopper with high style, LOEHMANN'S and NORDSTROM
RACK are both located in the Mission Valley shopping
center which i s easily accessible from the trolley.
I f you're not quite ready for the whole t h r i f t shop
experience, but are looking for some cheap, gently
used clothes, check out FLASHBACKS i n Hillcrest or
BUFFALO EXCHANGE in Hillcrest and Pacific Beach. Both
stores are more discerning than a t h r i f t store when
i t comes to inventory. Don't be surprised to find
designer labels and newer clothes at great prices.
I f you turn up your nose at pre-sorted used clothes
and want the true, grimy treasure-hunting t h r i l l
that you can only get at an authentic back alley
t h r i f t shop, then you're i n luck. AMVETS i n Mission
Hills i s a warehouse f u l l of fantastic finds hidden
behind porcelain kitty cats and tucked under greasy
sport coats.

I f you're looking to take a
break from your on-campus food
choices, San Diego i s home to
some fantastic food options.
Some of the Vista faves include:
the Miho Gastrotruck. This food truck features
a weekly menu of local and responsible (not to
mention delicious) food choices. We recommend the
portobello mushroom burger and sweet potato fries.
Find out where the Miho truck i s by following
them on Twitter: @MIHOGASTROTRUCK. Extraordinary
Desserts i s another San Diego favorite and an
excellent place to go on a date. Visit either
the Balboa Park or the Little Italy locations
to try our favorite dishes, including chocolate
croissant bread pudding and chocolate dulce de
leche cake. Our final
Vista recommendation goes
to Rubicon Deli i n Mission Beach. Rubicon's menu
brings food quantity and quality together with
sandwiches the size of your head and a cookie for
dessert. We recommend any of the sandwiches, as
long as they're on the GARLIC CHEESE BREAD.

foodie
%
*

•

By Lauren Millslagle
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You don't have to leave campus to
experience San Diego's live music.
Be on the look out for concerts
sponsored by Associated Students.
headliners
have
Past concert
included buzzbands Hellogoodbye
and Cold War Kids. Think you have
what i t takes to be the next
greatest DJ? Started i n 2009, USD
Radio i s student-run and looking
for DJs. Find out more at www.
usdradio.org.
USD Radio also
maintains an up-to-date concert
calendar and blog on music news.
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Avid sports spectators can
watch their favorite games
on the massive TVs in FRANK'S
LOUNGE located in the UC.
I f you're looking for liveaction Torero sports, free
swag (including t-shirts) and
free food i s often given out
to students at games. I f you
want to participate, Campus
Rec offers classes in martial
arts, yoga, scuba diving and
surfing, among others. Play
as part of an INTRAMURAL team
in ultimate frisbee, soccer,
softball, dodgeball and more.
Take i t up to the next level
and play on one of USD's club
teams, which compete against
other schools i n water polo,
lacrosse, rugby, soccer and
more. Checkout www.sandiego.
Bdu/campusrecreation
for
SIBb information on classes,
TntrWiurals and club sports.
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sports nut
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animal lover
I f being at USD i s making you
miss your furry friends at home,
don't worry. San Diego has plenty
of avenues to indulge your inner
animal lover. I f you want handson time with cats and dogs, the
San Diego County ANIMAL SHELTER
i s always looking for volunteers
and i s within walking distance
from campus. Go to www.sddac.com/
volunteer .asp for more information.
I f you're trying to indulge your
wild side, then sit i n the splash
zone at SEA WORLD, meander through
Cat Canyon at the SAN DIEGO ZOO
or go on a safari at the W ID
ANIMAL PARK. All three parks have
discounted tickets available at
the UC box office.

IMAGE COURTESY OF SAN DIEGO ZOO
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Balboa Park hosts over a
dozen museums, including:
Museum of Photographic Arts,
San Diego Museum of Art,
San Diego Natural History
Museum and offer RESIDENTS
FREE
TUESDAYS
where
San
Diego residents (just flash
your student ID) can get
free admission to certain
museums. Make sure to get to
the park early, as parking
can be tricky. Hillcrest
Landmark
theater
is
San
Diego's choice independent
theater. Often this theater
w i l l be the only one in San Diego showing limited
release movies. I t s charming art deco-style interior
and smaller theaters give the movie watcher a different
experience than watching a blockbuster at AMC.
IMAGE COURTESY OF SAN DIEGO NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM

arts buff

T HE V ISTA

| S ATURDAY,

A UGUST 2 7 , 2011

ARTS & CULTURE

EDITORS
Lilly Stitl
lsl.itl@usdrisUi.com

San Diego:
Our own
"college
town"

By Lilly Stitt
There are many things that draw
new students to USD: a beautiful cam
pus, 365 days of sunshine, close prox
imity to the beach, a fantastic "cafete
ria," and great academics, of course. But
beyond our perfectly groomed campus
bubble, we are lucky to be surrounded
by one of the best cities in the United
States, good ol' sunny San Diego.
As incoming students, you know
that there are a lot of very different aca
demic options out there, but for one rea
son or another you chose to spend your
college years at USD. I could go on and
on for days about what a great oppurtunity we have to be students here at USD,
but for purposes of "Arts and Culture,"
I would like to point out how amazingly
lucky we are to experience our college
years in the fine city of San Diego.
Coming from the Midwest, I grew
up thinking that all colleges were lo
cated in "college towns." Said college
towns are made up of an entire commu
nity that revolves solely around the local
University. The whole town shuts down
on Saturdays in the fall, because it's
gameday and, therefore, there is no logi
cal reason for anyone to be anywhere
other than the stadium. I always pictured
myself at a university located in one of
these quintessential college towns, but
somehow along the way I discovered the
hidden gem that is USD.
I came here despite the rumors that
USD was a "commuter school." Which
I guess, can be true if you think about
how many students live off campus. But
the term itself is much too general to de
scribe the unique community that USD
provides.
Many students live at the beach and
commute to school everyday, but I feel
in many ways Mission Beach is more of
our own unique "college town" rather
than some local neighborhood we "com
mute" from.
Mission Beach may not shut down
on gameday (I can honestly say that as
a Senior I've been to about two foot
ball games in my whole college career
despite the fact that I am a huge sports
fan,) but Mission Beach does shut down
for the bigger events- like graduation
day when the Beachcomber opens its
doors at the crack of dawn to celebrate
the Senior class, or when Homecoming
weekend arrives and the jetty is the hub
for trams transporting spirited alumni
and current students from their "college
town" to their "college campus."
I think that this unique system we
have established at USD is a really great
way for us to take advantage of the
beautiful city in which we are located. It
allows students to embrace the campus
life as well as the culture of the greater
San Diego area.
San Diego offers our students the
oppurtunity to participate in the local
culture more than any typical college
town can. We have beautiful beaches, an
amazing zoo, one of the nation's biggest
metropolitan parks, countless festivals
and amazing concerts at a wide variety
of local venues. All of these local oppor
tunities offer students at USD a chance
to take part in a community that extends
beyond their college campus.
As a graduating senior, I am writing
this article to ask all incoming students
to make sure that they really take advan
tage of all that San Diego has to offer.
Use your first year here to do all of the
main touristy things- Sea World, Seaport
Village, the Zoo, Balboa Park, etc, stock
your dorm fridge with treats from local
farmers markets, go for a hike in Torrey
Pines, and take as many weekend trips
as you can to the many beautiful South
ern California locales.
Try not to get too bogged down in
the Copley Library grind, and go ahead
and ditch a couple classes to take in
some rays at Mission Beach. Enjoy the
culture of this amazing city, because you
are lucky to call this Utopia your home
for the next 4 years. Most importantly,
embrace the fact that though San Diego
may not be your typical university envi
ronment, the beautiful beach town that
we call home is our unique university
community, our not-so-little "college
town."

Photo Courtesy of Ryan Brennan

TPB brought DJ Milkman to campus for the Homecoming Concert in fall 2009. Students eenjoyed his set in front of the UC.

Torero Program Board brings new music to USD
New students provided opportunity for affordable entertainment
By Ryan Coghill
As a freshman, you will be
experiencing something called "being
broke." This means you have been
weaned off your parent's pocketbook
and thrown to the wolves to fend for
yourself. Your parents are not going
to be downstairs on your way out on
a Friday night to slip you a twentydollar bill. This means you will have
to learn to budget your funds to make
the best out of the college experience.
You will have to find
alternative
means of entertainment at a low cost.
The Torero Program Board
is
a
student-run
organization
dedicated to bringing the students
of USD entertainment at a college
student's perception of an affordable
price. According to their mission
statement, the board is responsible
for coordinating a variety of programs
such as concerts, films, lectures and
events associated with the arts. With
the help of a small Student Activity

Fee paid by all students, the Torero
Program Board is able to bring bigname acts to the USD campus.
To name a few past acts:
Childhood memories have resurfaced
with bands like Third Eye Blind
and Dashboard Confessional. Hiphop artist Lupe Fiasco performed in
our beloved Jenny Craig Pavilion,
and Sean Kingston did his thing at
homecoming last year.
However, the highlight the past
few years was when Nate Donmoyer,
drummer of Passion Pit, played a DJ
set to a glowstick-filled crowd in the
UC Forums.
Dedicated to bringing students
innovative artists and
big-buzz
names, the Torero Program Board has
come to the realization that not all the
artists out there are appropriate for a
Catholic institution.
First, many artists use foul
language, and that may be considered
unacceptable when there is a chapel
right down Marian Way. Second, the
music industry is quite competitive.

mmr

tibsmt

Booking agencies usually take around
three to five days to approve an artist
or band to play at a particular venue,
while here at USD it can take up to
a month to get approval from Student
Affairs. This makes it difficult to lock
down highly popular artists.
One solution to this problem
will be a new addition that Concert
Coordinator Bryce Carr likes to refer
to as "nooners." Because it is hard to
get artists to choose USD over House
of Blues when they stop in San Diego
on tour, Carr's goal is get artists to
play a short set at USD during dead
hours.
"Nooners should be a great
way to bring up-and-coming artists
to our campus and give them great
exposure while allowing our students
to discover these acts before they
become huge hit-makers," said Carr.
"We want to be cutting edge and
catching guys on the way up."
Another
solution
to
these
difficulties was the creation of a
new position, ticket coordinator,

woxranr

on the Torero Program Board. The
ticket coordinator will be in charge
of booking events for students
around San Diego at, once again, an
affordable price.
The ticket coordinator will work
out deals with venues to buy tickets
in bulk and then sell them at a loss to
students. However, these events will
not be limited to just concerts. They
also hope to provide tickets to plays,
amusement parks and movies to
students at a discounted price.
The track record for concerts
at USD has only improved over the
years, and if the pattern continues,
this year should be nothing short of a
jam fest.
On Sept. 3, there will be an
electro event in the UC Forums. At
this point, the headlining artist has not
been announced to the public, but it is
known that there will be a big-name
DJ as well as a student opener. This
should kick off another great year of
music and entertainment on USD's
campus.
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Intramurals a chance for all freshmen to
have their moment in the spotlight
By Tyler Wilson
The USD intramural program
gets students together to compete and
socialize in a fun and friendly atmo
sphere. Recently, this atmosphere has
been gaining more popularity around
campus. To garner this popularity they
have hired a new director, Brian Servetnick, to lead the program. The USD
Campus Recreation website states that

the intramural program is one of the
best programs on campus. Servetnick
intends to keep it one of the best, and
to do this he has implemented some
changes to the program.
"As the new intramural coor
dinator I am focused on allowing the
students to play a major role in the de
velopment and management of the pro
gram," Servetnick said. "I believe hav
ing the program run this way will allow
the students take pride and ownership

of it, while also developing skills that
can be useful to them in their future."
Servetnick believes that officiat
ing can help develop these skills that
can be useful in the future.
"Officials play a key role in the
management of the program," Servet
nick said. "They are the eyes, ears and
voice in controlling the game. Officials
with solid training and a high level of
confidence will not determine the out
come of the game," Servetnick said,

"but will allow the players to be, while
also having fun in a safe atmosphere."
According to the USD Campus
Recreation website, fun, sportsmanship
and fellowship are the intramural pro
gram's goals. With much more student
involvement in sports such as basket
ball, dodgeball, flag football, innertube
polo, kickball, soccer, softball, tennis,
ultimate frisbee and volleyball, this
years intramural program should be as
popular as ever.

USD Sports
need your
support

By Mark Pelka

Lauren Millslagle/TheVista

TOP 10 sports stories of the
summer of 2011
By Chris Hanneke
1 f~\

Night Lights"
I I I c o m e st oa ne n d
Anyone that watched
the show knows why this absolutely
belongs here. Anytime TV shows and
sports are mentioned in the same sen
tence, this will automatically be at
the top of the list. It was a slow sum
mer for sports (see. No. I), so there is
plenty of room here for the conclusion
of the greatest sports show in the his
tory of television.
A

"Grantland" launches
It was an ambitious
project, with hopes that
long-form sports journalism would
capture its audience's attention.
It has its faults, often coming
across as too self-congratulatory. But
the site has also had a few moments
of absolute brilliance, most notably in
its two oral histories (one of the short
lived magazine, The National, the
other of "Friday Night Lights").
Grantland only launched a little
less than three months ago, so it is still
deserves some time to find its identity.
A year from now, readers will look
back to this summer as either the start
of something great, or fond memory
of what could have been.

8

NFL Free Agency
The period was made ex
tra hectic as a result of
the new collective bargaining agree
ment and shortened signing period
(again, see No. 1).
The biggest winner of free agen
cy was the Philadelphia Eagles. They
landed the jewel of this year's crop
in Nnamdi Asomugha, signed Vince
Young as a backup quarterback and
traded their other quarterback, Kevin
Kolb, for one of the best cornerbacks
in the league in Dominique RodgersCromartie.
Say what you will about Michael
Vick, but the Eagles have built a pretty
impressive roster and it is all anchored
by him. If Dwyane Wade gets credit
for luring Lebron James to join forces
with him, Vick certainly gets some for
luring the biggest haul of any fran
chise in the league.

7

Kevin Durant's summer
Last summer undoubtedly
belonged to Lebron James.
His "Decision" shook the very foun
dation of the NBA and generated
more interest in the sport than there
had been in years. James made it clear
that there is far more to being an NBA
superstar than simply playing basket
ball games.
At least that's what he made us
think, until this summer. With the
league marred by a lockout (not to
keep harping, but see No. 1), Kevin
Durant, the 22-year old, two-time
scoring champion has been the most
public figure during the span by do
ing exactly what James almost made
seem insignificant: playing basket
ball. It started with Durant's "toss-

the-ball-off-the-backboard-to-himself-then-slam-it-home"
highlight,
crested with his epic 66-point perfor
mance at Rucker Park (when he went
off for a string of four straight three
pointers), and it continued throughout
the entire course of the summer with
other random highlights popping up
from famous basketball hotspots like
the Drew League and the Goodman
League.
With all of the lockout narra
tive focusing on millionaire players
complaining about billionaire owners,
Durant may be the biggest breath of
fresh air for NBA fans, while simul
taneously being the best spokesman
for the Players' Union. He's made it
clear that for most of these guys, even
mega-superstars like himself, all that
really matters is getting the chance to
play basketball. Recent rumors that
claim he is to star in a movie may de
tract from that sentiment somewhat,
but the string of YouTube highlights
are enough validation that this has
been the Summer of Kevin Durant.

6

The death of the PGA
Tiger Woods' career
After shooting a firstround 77 at the PGA Championship,
Woods finished round two at 10 over
par and missed the cut at a major for
just the third time in his career. True
golf fans say the sport can survive
without Woods being a factor.
The problem is, there are rough
ly 17 true golf fans in the world. The
sobering truth is that the sport is not
very entertaining without a pres
ence like Woods terrorizing the field
throughout the weekend, and there
isn't a single person on the Tour to
day that has that same ability, both as
a golfer and as a celebrity.
It was a fun ride with Woods
dominating the sport. But take the
PGA Championship, when Woods
wasn't competing on the final day, a
Sunday. At the same time that tourna
ment was concluding, Real Madrid
and Barcelona were playing the first
leg of their Spanish Super Cup final.
Two teams at the top of their sports
with the most dominant athlete in
all of sports, Lionel Messi, stole the
sports world's attention from the Ti
ger-less PGA Tour. And the worst part
for golf is that until Woods returns to
his former dominant self, which no
longer looks like a sure bet, names
like Keegan Bradley will continue
to take a back seat to Messi and any
other sport.

5

Boston Bruins win
the Stanley Cup
The NHL' Playoffs are
the most exciting sports tournament
next to the World Cup (put the knives
dtnvn, NCAA Tournament fans).
Nearly every game is tense, and new
heroes are made every year.
This year, that hero was Tim
Thomas. His story was written ex
haustively throughout the playoffs,
and hoisting the Cup after years of try
ing to break through was a fitting end
to his tale. The NHL regular season

may not resonate with many sports
fans, but this year's Cup scored the
highest TV ratings in over a decade
for the league, and with the NBA most
likely in a lockout during the start of
next season, hockey is well on its way.

4
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Women's World Cup
This is more of a testa
ment to the rise of soccer as a whole
as opposed to this specific team. The
United States-Brazil game was one
of the great games in World Cup his
tory. Some have debated that forward
Abby Wambach's goal in the 122nd
minute that forced penalty kicks was
a an even bigger moment than Landon
Donovan's miracle goal against Alge
ria last summer. That may be a stretch,
but that the fact that there was even a
debate was certainly notewrothy.
But that ultimately doesn't mat
ter. Because whether it was men or
women, soccer was relevant for the
second straight summer in America.
That, coupled with the afore
mentioned rise of interest in the U.S.
for teams like Real Madrid and Bar
celona (along with countless other
La Liga and English Premier League
teams) and all of a sudden soccer is
becoming mainstream in America.
The Women's World Cup was
just another step in the right direction
for soccer, and just like the NHL, the
sport itself will likely ride the wave of
lockouts to even more popularity.

NCAA scandals
This is an issue that real
ly deserves a lot more at
tention than just a couple paragraphs.
But, essentially, the running problem
with the never-ending string of NCAA
scandals is that journalists hoping to
break through are preying on a flawed
institution (the NCAA) that ultimately
does not suffer even as it penalizes its
members. In fact, the longer journal
ists continue to uncover "wrongdo
ings" at universities, the longer the
NCAA stands to benefit from its con
stant eploitation of free labor.
Terrelle Pryor' and other mem
bers of the Ohio State football team
were penalized for signing their own
names onto memorabilia that often
times portrayed their own likenesses.
Think about how absurd that is for a
second. And yet, as long as journal
ists continue to uncover these mon
strous acts and portray them as such,
the NCAA maintains the right to say
"How dare you" to the institutions and
I
Lockout Frenzy
penalize them while standing on its
JL
Jqst about every one of
own pile of hypocrisy. The system is
, the previous points were
flawed at its very core. Public records contingent on the two major lockouts
detailing an institution's wrongdoing of the summer. The first, obviously,
are easier to find and access than ever was the NFL lockout, which ended
before, making it easier for journalists when the owners made a shrewd
to break through and make a name for move releasing a settlement that they
themselves. At the same, the Internet had agreed upon to the media without
has allowed for more and more voic ever really consulting the players.
es, which means more and more opin
The Players' Association, on
ions, which means more and more the other hand, after holding out for
dissent to the status quo.
over 100 days for a deal that gave
Revolution is slowly but surely them their proper dues, suddenly were
catching on, and it takes the slow the only party that could hold up a
months of summer for the controver deal since, after all, the owners had
sies to well up and take center stage. already agreed. It probably wasn't the
One day, sometime soon, scandals best deal for the Union. Actually, it
like that at Ohio State won't even be definitely wasn't the best deal for the
a summer story, because it will be Union.
Worse yet, Roger Goodell
the norm. And, as the flaws with the
NCAA become more and more evi showed his slimy side, championing
dent, that may be the most refreshing for his billionaire owner friends
throughout the entire process, more
news yet.
than likely losing the trust of the
The Miami Heat lose players in the process (i.e. James
Harrison).
NBA Championship
Those who claim the
The NBA lockout was supposed
story was actually "The to be far less ugly. It was coming
Dallas Mavericks win the NBA off one of its biggest seasons in
Championship" are the same people recent memory and there were more
that claim the PGA Tour is fine with superstars than ever. But all of a
out Tiger Woods.
sudden the same issues that plagued
Dirk Nowitizki solidified himself the NFL Players' Union plagued the
as an NBA Hall of Famer and maybe NBA Players' Union.
one of the greatest power forwards to
Owners claimed that they
ever play the game.
shouldn't be liable for players that
But even still, for all of the great don't perform to their contracts
plays Nowitizki made, the story was expectations, and players complained
still Lebron James failures in the Fi that owners shouldn't give them the
nals.
contracts in the first place.
If the lockout takes away another
Fans know more about the
season from the NBA, James will sud collective bargaining process from
denly be looking at the end of his 20s this summer than they'd ever hoped
without a ring. His time may come to have known. While just about
eventually, but the fact that that time everyone has taken their sides in the
was not this summer was the real disputes, the only solution anyone
story.
really wants is simple: let them play.
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The University of San Diego may
not be known for its sports programs
on a national level, but contrary to
popular belief, these programs have been
successful. The more popular sports,
such as football and basketball, have
fallen on hard times recently, which
may be the reason for the decrease in
attendance at these events.
The purpose of this issue is to
welcome the new students to USD, and
this being my first column, I will attempt
to convince you that showing school
spirit, especially at sporting events, can
be enjoyable.
Let's start with football, of which
I personally have yet to miss a game
during my time at USD. At many bigtime universities around the country
.football generates extensive revenue
for said universities, drawing thousands
of fans to games and filling massive
stadiums.
Unfortunately, this is not the
case at USD, whose program is in the
Pioneer League, a faction of the Football
Championship Subdivision (FCS) that
does not give out scholarships like
most Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS)
schools. This may mean that the teams are
not as athletic, but it does not mean that
they are not playing as hard. Especially
when it comes to senior defensive end
Mario Kurn, who is primed to have
another commanding season after he was
selected as an FCS Ail-American and
tallied 17 sacks last year.
On offense, Mason Mills seems
to have won the starting quarterback
job, which was in limbo last season. A
steady quaterback may be just what the
offense needs. The starting running back
this season will be senior Phil Morelli.
Morel] i looks to bounce back from an
injury plagued season in which he tallied
a team high of 471 rushing yards and five
touchdowns. Joining him in the backfield
will be senior Kenslow Smith.
With the offense and defense both
looking improved from last season, the
team looks to rally around head coach
Ron Caragher improve on results from
past seasons.
With the Women's World Cup
bringing much excitement to the world
of soccer this summer, the sport itself
has never been at a higher level in the
United States. Stars like Abby Wambach
and Alex Morgan shined during the
World Cup, but they were not the only
two to gain attention in Germany this
summer.
Mexico's national team included
one Torero and one former Torero.
Alumna Natalie Vinti and current senior
Natalie Garcia had their chances to
thrive on Mexico's defense, even though
their run at the Cup ended prematurely,
drawing their first match and losing their
next two, one being to the future winner,
Japan.
If that does not get you excited
enough to go out and support the USD
women's soccer team, then their 2-0 start
should. They have already tallied a win
against a Top-25 team after beating USC
3-1, in which senior Stephanie Ochs
scored a hat trick for the second time in
her career. The performance earned her
the distinction of West Coast Conference
Player of the Week.
The men's soccer team is looking
to have just as much success as the
women's team this season. They were
picked second in the WCC coaches
poll this past week and had two players
named to the preseason All-WCC team,
including returning junior Patrick Wallen
who last year won the Conference
Player of the Year award. The team
looks to bounce back from a somewhat
disappointing year after finishing fourth
in the conference.
Other exciting sports teams at USD
include the women's volleyball team,
which has been consistently ranked in the
Top-25 in recent years. Men's basketball,
which experienced a fall from grace after
a points shaving scandal that rocked
the program last year, will try and build
itself back to where it was four years ago
when it beat Gonzaga University in the
WCC tournament and went on to beat the
University of Connecticut in the NCAA
tournament
As incoming students you will have
the chance to change the atmosphere
around USD and bring some school
spirit to sporting events. The athletes
work hard to give the Toreros a good
name, and the student body should be
there to support them.
I will be.
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Why you should care
about USD sports
By Tyler Wilson
When an athletic program is engulfed
by wrongdoing, such as USD's recent
point-shaving scandal, it is expected to
go through a recovery process not just
in that certain sport, but throughout the
athletic program.
Instead, USD recovered by winning
an unprecedented fourth straight West
Coast Conference Commissioner's Cup,
which is given annually to the university
with the best overall athletic program in
the WCC.
The men's tennis team's first West
Coast Conference Championship in
over 20 years and a 16th place overall
finish in the 2011 Division I Men's Golf
Championship are just a few examples of
USD's recent success.
And even though star head coach
Tim Mickelson chose to pursue the same
position at Arizona State University, his
hiring at ASU speaks volumes about the
impact he had on the men's golf team.
Cory Scoggin, a four-year assistant
coach with the Toreros, takes over the
head coaching duties this upcoming
season.
The baseball team endured their first
sub par season this decade after having
the best record in WCC history during the
2009 campaign. But things are looking
up for the Toreros, as freshman third
baseman Chris Bryant was named to the
Baseball America's first team freshman
ail-American team. A plethora of other
young talented players are returning,
which should make for a great baseball
season.
Themen'sand women's cross country
teams also prove to be competitive after
a decade of finishes in the bottom of
the WCC. Both teams kicked off their
training camp in Bonita, Calif, this past
week with much optimism. The men's
team has four new runners with junior
Eric Anderson leading the way.
The women's cross country team
will look to junior Kristy Koenes to
provide veteran leadership. Koenes was

named to the second team all-WCC
team last season. But behind Koenes'
experience are six rookie runners who
will surely need Koenes to guide them
through tough times this season.
Against all odds, the men's
basketball program saw success after the
scandal, even if it was on the recruiting
trail and not on the court.
The Toreros signed 5-foot-9 point
guard Christopher Anderson to a letter
of intent in early May. Anderson,
the reigning Orange County and CIF
Division II player of the year, will bring
some much needed versatility to the
Toreros' roster.
The volleyball team is picked to finish
third in the WCC preseason poll and is
also ranked No. 20 in the national AVCA
Top-25 poll. The Toreros are coming off
the school's seventh WCC championship
and the second best conference record alltime at 13-1. USD made it to the second
round of the NCAA Tournament last year
and is hoping to make it much farther this
upcoming season.
To add to the volleyball team's
numerous WCC championships, the
women's rowing team captured the WCC
championship for the second consecutive
year this past May. Also, three Toreros took
home postseason honors. Senior Taylor
Caldwell was named to the Capital One
All District 8 Women's At-Large Second
Team and junior Hannah Patrick earned
first team Collegiate Rowing Coaches
Association All-West Region honors.
Paralleling USD's improvements and
success, the WCC made a big improvement
of its own by adding the Brigham Young
University Cougars as its ninth member.
The Cougars will compete in baseball,
men's and women's basketball, men's
and women's cross country, men's and
women's golf, women's soccer, men's and
women's tennis and women's volleyball.
The 2011-2012 season will be BYU's first
in the WCC and they are likely to be a key
competitor, especially in basketball.
With the addition of BYU and the high
expectations of many of USD's teams, the
2011-2012 athletic season should provide
unprecedented excitement.

THE VISTA
NEED!

filKAPHIC
IIESIflSSEIISS
c o n t a c t Lori:
lmillslagle@usdvista.com

AND

l»HOTO«IIAI»HEIBSS
contact Urszula:
umilewicz@usdvista.com

